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MAY 7, 2016

EVENT SCHEDULE
FRIDAY

Race Expo & Packet Pickup Starts

Race Expo Ends
Packet Pickup closes

SATURDAY

Open start line parking.
First prize raffle
(every five minutes)
All cars should be parked
Runners line up and
last call for gear check
Mountain biker leaves
National anthem
RACE STARTS - ALL DIVISIONS

Awards ceremony

WELCOME TO THE GRAND 
CANYON! 

It’s time for the annual Grand Canyon Half 
Marathon! If this is your first time here, welcome! 
If you’ve ran with us before, welcome back! Either 
way, you chose a great year to be here, because 
the National Park Service is celebrating it’s 100th 
birthday!

We’re honored to be a part of the celebration, and 
we hope you’re as excited as we are. Those of you 
who have run with us before, will notice our new 
signage, inspired by the National Parks. We hope 
the decor gets you into the spirit of things.

Additionally, we’ll have park rangers at the race 
expo with information about the centennial, and 
two scheduled ranger talks during the day. Plus, 
we’ll get a visit from our favorite bear, Smokey! 
You definitely will want to stick around at the 
expo if you can.
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GRAND CANYON HALF MARATHON
Vacation Races | National Park Half Marathon Series

MAY 7, 2016

11:00 am

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

5:00 am
5:05 am

6:30 am
6:45 am

6:50 am
6:55 am

7:00 AM 

9:45 am

It’s so important to us that you each get to explore 
the park during your visit. The Grand Canyon is a 
unique thing to experience. There’s a statistic that 
gets thrown around a lot, that most people spend 
about 20 minutes looking at the Grand Canyon, 
before moving on. I think this is because we’re 
used to hiking up for spectacular views, not down.

But if you haven’t ever hiked below the rim 
of the Grand Canyon, you really should. You 
see a change of perspective that lets you really 
appreciate how large and expansive this place 
really is. Don’t spend all this time traveling just 
to spend 20 minutes here! Really experience this 
park.

No matter how you spend your time here, we 
hope you have a lovely weekend and a great race! 
We’ll see you at the finish line!

Happy Exploring!
- Salem, Dehn, Lyle, Megan, Cherie, Amy, and 
Robin

*we cannot accomodate runners before 11:00am
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*While the expo will be held in a large parking lot, we will be using up all 
the space for vendors, Park Ranger Talks, our campground, and bib pickup. 
Do not attempt to park up by the expo. Instead please park at the Imax The-
ater and walk up the short path to the expo.

VR CAMPGROUND/ EXPO       

       Bib pickup

       Race shirt pickup

       Race Merch & Vendors

       Campfire / S’mores station

SATURDAY, MAY 7

FRIDAY, MAY 6

5:00 am

11:00 AM

5:05 am

6:00 pm3:00 pm12:00 pm

6:30 am

7:00 pm5:00 pm

6:45 am 6:50 am 6:55 am

5:29 am

7:00 AM 9:45 am

Race Expo EndsRanger Talk 1*First timer’s guide to the Grand Canyon**

Open start line 
parking

Prize raffles
(every five minutes)

All cars should be 
parked & last call 
for bib pickup

All runners line 
up & last call for 
gear check

Sunrise

Mountain
biker leaves

National 
anthem

RACE STARTS -
ALL DIVISIONS

Awards 
ceremony

Packet
pickup
ends

Ranger Talk 2*RACE EXPO & 
PACKET PICKUP -
The expo will be held at the start line parking lot in the woods 
just north of town (Park in the rear IMAX parking and walk up 
the path to the parking lot). The expo will be open from 11am 
– 6pm, but you can pick up your bib until 7pm. Don’t forget to 
Bring Your Own Bag!

*Ranger Talk 1 & 2 will be a presentation by a park ranger about basic visitor 
orientation to Grand Canyon National Park and general information on the park’s 
natural and cultural resources.

All presentations will last about 20 minutes

EVENT SCHEDULE

 EXPO MAP

 KEY

       Parking*

       Walking Path to Expo

       Bib pickup 
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The expo will be outdoors and we’ll have a 
campground theme throughout. Come pick up 
your race packet, shop at our merchandise store, 
check out our vendors, and treat yourself to a 
s’more around the campfire! Our outdoor vendors 
will be demonstrating gear and providing all the 
information you need to start your adventure.  It’s 
going to be a party!

This year is the National Park Service Centennial. 
We will have scheduled ranger talks to educate 

This year we’re celebrating
the National Parks on a 
whole new level with our 
outdoor campground!

Brand new Grand Canyon Half Marathon 
merchandise design for 2016.

Our new 13.1 race merchandise design featuring 
the Grand Canyon at sunset.

Our design from our inaugural race. *Sizes and 
styles will be very limited.

The expo will be held at the start line parking lot in the woods just north of town (On your way toward 
the park, turn left at the round-about). The expo will be open from 11am – 6pm, but you can pick up 
your bib until 7pm. Our expo will have something for everyone in your group, so plan to stick around!

BRING YOUR OWN BAG - In our ongoing effort to eliminate waste during our races, our expos are 
bagless events. We encourage you to #BYOBag to hold your bib, race shirt, and any goodies you pick 
up from the race expo!

THE MERIDIAN LINE provides us with 
our race shirts and the beautiful artwork. We’ll 
also have their merchandise for sale at our 
merch store at the expo and the finish line. 
In the words of the artist and captain of The 
Meridian Line Jeremy Collins,

“I wanted to build something with SOUL. 
Meridian Line was born to share the journey 
with others... I wanted to celebrate those 
of us who choose challenge rather than 
convenience, and a weekend in the dirt rather 
than the condo... my soul is always on the 
move. Join me.”

OFFICIAL RACE MERCHANDISE 
We’ll have our official Grand Canyon Half 
Marathon and Vacation Races merchandise for 
sale at the Race Expo and at the finish line! We 
have a wide variety of options to commemorate 

DESIGN DESCRIPTION

your accomplishment of running this race! Beach 
hoodies, t-shirts, sweatshirts, tank tops, water 
bottles, stickers, hats, bags, and posters will all be 
available for you to browse and buy!

Additionally, we’ll have merchandise for sale from 
Meridian Line. Check them out for some of the 
greatest National Parks and wanderlust-themed 
designs you’ve ever seen!
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BEACH
HOODIE

($30)
SWEATSHIRT

($40)

MEN’S
TANKTOP

($22)

WOMEN’S 
TANKTOP

($22)

EXPO DETAILS

VACATION RACES CAMPGROUND

and inform runners about the park and its history 
as well as some items from our partners at the 
National Park Foundation. 

Rain or shine our campground expo will be 
outside. Here is to another 100 years for the NPS. 
Come ready to celebrate!
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COURSE
This is a trail course. Although not 
very technical, there are some areas

that you need to be extra careful (miles 8-12
has lots of rocks and uneven ground). Please 
watch your footing!

ELEVATION
The elevation change on the course is 
marginal. A lot of people are surprised 

to see how high in elevation the rim of Grand 
Canyon is. You will feel the elevation and dryness 
on this tough course. Drink lots of water the days 
leading up to the race. The most challenging part 
of the course is between miles 7-11.

TIMING
All masters and overall awards will be based on 
GUN TIME. If you plan to compete for these top 
spots you will need to line up at the front of the 
line. All age divisions and team awards will be 
based on CHIP TIME. 

If you are standing towards the back, it may be a 
few minutes before you cross the start line. Your 
time does not officially start until you cross the 
starting line (unless you are competing for an 
overall top finisher spot), so please be courteous 
to others as we start the race. 

PACERS
Pacers will line up at the start line 
around 6:40 am. There will be a pacer 

pacing the race in 10 minute intervals starting at 
a 1h40m pace up to 2h30m. We will also have a 
2h45m, 3h, and 3h30m pacer.

GEAR CHECK
You will be given a Gear Check bag at 
the starting line if you wish. It will be a 

white garbage bag that you can fill with anything 
you want transported to the finish line. There will 

be permanent markers you can use to write your 
name and bib number. The weather may be chilly, 
so there will be hot chocolate and coffee at the 
start line. Avoid putting valuables in your bag. 
Gear check bags will be available at the finish line 
as soon as the first person finishes.

CLOTHING ON COURSE
There will be a clothing bin to dump 
items in at the first aid station. 

Anything else found along the course will be 
treated as trash. Clothing dropped off won’t be 
picked up until the last runner has passed the 
drop - so you may have to wait for your clothing.

NO LITTERING

AID STATIONS
We will have aid stations near mile
3, 5, 7, 9, 11, and 12. All aid stations 

will have bathrooms, water + Nuun, and Honey 
Stinger energy gels. Mile 7 and 11 will also have 
oranges and bananas. See map on pg. 5.

TIME LIMIT
All runners will have 4 hours to finish 
the race. That is a 18-minute mile 

- plenty of time for walkers! If at anytime we 
deem it unsafe and need to pull a runner off the 
course we hope for understanding and immediate 
cooperation. Failure to comply will result in being 
banned from future events. We will do our best 
to leave the finish line open to accommodate 
everyone.

WAVE START
A wave start will help us organize the 
race and prevent overcrowding on the 

course. When you line up to start the race, use 
the colored shield on your bib and signs at the 
start to determine where to stand (grouping based 
on expected finish time runner indicated when 
registering for the race). 
   Wave 1: 1:30-1:55      
    Wave 2: 2:00
    Wave 3: 2:05-2:15
    Wave 4: 2:20-2:30
    Wave 5: 2:35-3:00
    Wave 6: 3:00+

RECOVERY FOOD BOX
At the finish line we will have a 
Recovery Box (full of recovery snacks), 

bananas, and chocolate milk, as well as water 
and Nuun hydration. Please help yourself to one 
box, chocolate milk, and banana per runner. In an 
attempt to reduce waste, we will provide a place 
to trade/leave any unwanted snack items.

STROLLERS
Strollers are welcome on our 
course, but please make sure you’re 

comfortable using your stroller on the trail, 
which at places is rough. Be sure to familiarize 
yourself with the course and be courteous to other 
runners!

NO DOGS
They are a liability that our insurance 
does not cover. However they are 

welcome to greet you at the finish line with the 
rest of your loved ones!

PARKING
All the hotels are a short walk from the 
start line. We will have enough parking 

to accommodate all of our runners, but if you 
are staying in the town of Tusayan, please plan 
on walking to the start line to avoid unnecessary 
congestion and traffic.

We have start line parking and overflow parking 
will be at the IMAX Theater. All runner drop-
offs must go to the overflow parking. If you are 
dropping off a runner you can drop them off in 
the overflow parking by the IMAX theater. Any 
vehicles that try to enter the start line parking to 
drop-off a runner will be turned away.

SPECTATOR INFO
Because the course is mostly off the main road, it 
isn’t a very spectator friendly course. Spectators 
are welcome at the starting line, and the finish 
line.

Please do not drive on the fire road that makes 
up the course! Any cars on the course will cause 
a lot of dust in the air and will be a hazard to our 
runners.

Spectators are encouraged to be at the finish 
line to cheer on all our runners. Parking will be 
available at the start line and at the IMAX Theater 
parking lot. We should have enough parking to 
accommodate everyone, but if you are staying in 
Tusayan then please plan on walking to the
finish line. It is a short walk to the finish line
from any of the hotels in town.

We want you to be there to cheer on your runner,
but please recognize that the runner area is for
runners only! Please do not enter the runner area
or partake of runner’s food and recovery supplies.

COURSE RECORDS
Our course record holders receive a 
FREE RACE ENTRY every year that 

their time remains the course record!
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AID STATION MARKERS
AID STATION

MILE 3

*

*

*

WATER NUUN HONEY STINGER BATHROOM EMT
BANANAS/
ORANGESWatch for these course 

markers during the race to 
let you know what will be 
available at the upcoming 
aid station.

There will be trash cans all 
along the course before and 
after aid stations. PLEASE 
DO NOT LITTER.

MILE 5

MILE 7

MILE 9

MILE 11

MILE 12

CURRENT COURSE RECORDS:
Male- Miguel Angel Sanchez-Ruano >> 1:32:36 (2015)
Female- Breanna Dumke >> 1:38:36 (2014)
Masters Female- Lanae Barnes >> 1:52:31 (2015)
Masters Male- Erik Ruble >> 1:45:20 (2015)

MEDALS & AGE DIVISIONS
Place medals will be given to the top 
5 male and female runners overall as 

well as the Masters 40+ group. Additionally, the 
top 5 in each of the following age groups will also 

receive a place medal: 11 and younger, 12-14, 
15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 
50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75 and older.
**There will be finisher medals for everyone who 
finishes the race.

CUP-FREE RACING
Although we don’t have cups on the 
course, we have plenty of aid stations 

with water and Nuun! At all aid stations we will 
have BLUE COOLERS WITH WATER and RED 

COOLERS WITH NUUN (ELECTROLYTE DRINK). 
Both will have the same speed valves attached. So 
at each aid station you will have your choice of 
water or Nuun.

ELEVATION CHART

*

*

*

*There will be bathrooms at the aid 
stations near mile 7, 9, and 11. However 
they will be “primitive bathrooms” - 
meaning they are mobile toilets with a 
small tent around them.

6776

6647

6519

6391
0 MILES 5 MILES

START ELEV

6,651 FT
MAX ELEV

6,732 FT
GAIN

279 FT

10 MILES
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All the hotels in Tusayan are a short walk from the start line. We will have 
enough parking to accommodate all of our runners, but if you are staying in 
the town of Tusayan, please plan on walking to the start line to avoid unnec-
essary congestion and traffic.

We have start line parking and overflow parking will be at the IMAX Theater.

All runner drop-offs must go to the overflow parking. If you are dropping 
off a runner you can drop them off in the overflow parking by the IMAX the-
ater. Any vehicles that try to enter the start line parking to drop-off a runner 
will be turned away.

It is just a short walk from the overflow parking and drop-
off area to the start line (yellow). There will be extra over-
flow parking across the street from the Red Feather Hotel.

Spectators and runners are welcome around the finish line to cheer on 
runners.

The awards ceremony will take place at the stage just north of the finish line 
and will begin at 9:45 AM.

If you checked gear at the start of the race, you will be able to pick it up just 
north of the finish line.

Lucid Images (our event photographers) will have a designated spot in the 
finish line staging area to take photos of runners. These photos are separate 
from those they will take of runners crossing the finish line and will be made
available FOR FREE!

The finish line will have restrooms and water as well as a recovery food box, 
chocolate milk, and bananas for runners. There will be water at the finish 
line, but no cups. Please use your Hydrapouch or water bottle to fill up at the 
finish line.

If you weren’t able to make it to the expo we will be selling merchandise at 
the finish line! We will have our merchandise as well as some awesome shirts 
from Meridian Line!

PARKING & DROP OFF FINISH LINE STAGING
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RACE DAY CHECKLIST

PRE-RACE DAY

 TRAIN
 Directions to hotel/campsite
 Directions to race expo
 Directions to race start/finish
 Photo ID
 Valid Military ID (if you 

registered with a Military 
Discount)

 Study the race course

RACE DAY

 Bib
 Cup Free Hydration 

(Hydrapouch, hand held, 
water bottle, pack, etc.)

 Running Shoes
 Socks
 Sunglasses
 Hat/Visor
 Recovery plan
 Enjoy the park!

Having our races so close to the 
National Parks, unnecessary waste 
and trash are something we are 
strongly against. We are dedicated 
to maintaining a clean race and 
preserving the beauty of the area 
we run in. There is nothing that 
will ruin a view more than seeing 
a piece a trash in plain view from a 
breathtaking landscape.

One of the most important things 
in a half marathon is ensuring 
that aid stations are plentiful and 
efficient. Hydration will make or 
break a race. What we do is offer 
a Hydrapouch for every runner 
that indicated they wanted one 
as part of their registration. Other 
options include running with a 
water bottle, fuel belt, camelbak or 
other hydration backpack, etc. Every 
runner prefers something different. 
Just make sure you have some way 
to stay hydrated! Although we don’t 
have cups on the course, we have 
plenty of aid stations with water 
and Nuun! At all aid stations we 
will have BLUE COOLERS WITH 

WATER and RED COOLERS WITH 
NUUN (ELECTROLYTE DRINK). 
Both will have the same speed valves 
attached. So at each aid station you 
will have your choice of water or 
Nuun. At some places, the water 
will be hooked up to a system like 
the one pictured on above. Each of 
these pipes will provide water from 
the several speed valves we have 
attached. Feel free to practice at the 
expo!

BEFORE THE RACE

• Your timing chip will be on the 
back of your bib.

• You don’t have to do anything. 
The bib chip looks like a sticker 
on the back of your bib

• NO CHIP = NO TIME!

AFTER THE RACE

• The bib chip is disposable and 
can be thrown away or left 
on your bib for you to cherish 
always.

• All masters and overall awards 
will be based on gun time. If 
you plan to compete for these 
top spots you will need to line 
up at the front of the line. All 
age divisions and team awards 
will be based on chip time. If 
you are standing towards the 
back, it may be a few minutes 
before you cross the start line. 
Your time does not officially 
start until you cross the starting 
line (unless you are competing 
for an overall top finisher spot), 
so please be courteous to others 
as we start the race.

• Stick around until 9:45am for 
our awards ceremony!

The awards ceremony will take place at the stage at the 
finish line and will begin at 9:45 AM. If you checked 
gear at the start of the race, you will be able to pick it 
up just past the finish line in the runner area.

RACE RESULTS

Results will be available later the morning of the race. 
We will post them on Facebook and also send them in 
a post-race email a day or two after the race. They will 
also be available on our website.

MEDALS

All runners will receive a finisher medal. Place medals 
will be given to the top 5 male and female runners over-
all as well as the Masters 40+ group. Additionally, the 
top 5 in each age group and the top 3 teams will also 
receive a place medal.

If you qualify for a place medal but are not present at 
the awards ceremony to receive it we will happily ship 
it to you. Go to our website and request your medal and 
pay the cost of shipping (about $8).

LOST & FOUND

• There is no official lost & found. If we find lost 

items we will hold onto them and you can contact us 
at info@vacationraces.com

• There will be gear check at the start line.
• There will be a bin to dump extra clothing at mile 

3. Anything found littered on the course elsewhere 
will be considered trash and either thrown away or 
donated.

MEDICAL TENT

The medical tent at the finish line is for athletes only; 
family members are not allowed. Overcrowding in the 
medical tent prevents medical staff from doing their job. 
For information on an athlete receiving medical attention 
please wait outside the tent for updates.

POST-RACE SURVEY

Within a week of race day we will be sending out a post-
race survey. We would really appreciate it if you took the 
5-10 minutes to complete the survey for us. The survey 
provides us with information that allows us to better 
work with the local community and gain more support 
for future races, but more importantly it provides us with 
valuable insight into what we are doing well and what 
we need to improve. We love our runners and couldn’t 
improve our race series without your feedback. Please 
watch for the email.

The aid station will have a few cups 
in case of an emergency, do not 
plan on using them. Also, under no 
circumstances should you put your 
head under the valve to get a drink. 
Not only does this waste water, 
it is pretty inconsiderate of other 
runners. 

There will be water at the finish 
line, but no cups. Please use your 
Hydrapouch or water bottle to fill up 
at the finish line.

CUP-FREE RACING

TIMING SPECIFICS

POST-RACE INFO



8

MAY 7, 2016RACE INFORMATION

AGE DIVISIONS

49 STATES

8 COUNTRIES
USA | CANADA | DENMARK | FRANCE
| GERMANY | JAPAN | SWEDEN | UK

28 TEAMS
BELIEVE | Bonita Running Rebels | CFWV 
Endurance Club | Chunkey Monkeys | Crop 
Dusters | Fam On The Run | Friends 4 Fitness 
| Fun Nuggets | Goal Diggers | GORGES 
RUNNERS | Gotta Run | Half Twisted Runners 
| Mighty Morphin Texas Rangers | Off the Lane 
| Our Moms Are Cooler Than Yours | Queen 
Creek Warriors | Run Happy | Running for 
Bryan | Selfies-steem | Team RWB | Team Tuba 
City | Team WTF (Where’s the Finish?) | The 
Guardians Return | These Boots Must-dash | 
The super six | Upper valley urgent care center 
|YRats | Yuma AZ Running Warriors

27% FIRST HALF MARATHON

50% FIRST TIME VISITING GRAND 
CANYON NATIONAL PARK

0-25   Runners
25-50 Runners
50-75 Runners
75+   Runners

Special 
indication**

Your bib 
number

Team name
(if applicable)

Runner’s name

Turn this in at the start line 
race morning. We will have a 

raffle from 5:45-6:30 am.

Your race
shirt size

** Charity Bib
raised $1K for the NPF!

Timing chip on back!
DO NOT FOLD BIB

Military Bib
thank you for your service!

Skeleton Club
we salute you.

Color coded
to indicate 
wave start

*see pg. 4

Indicates if you requested a
Hydropouch when registering.

Reminder of free 
photo at finish!

RUNNER DEMOGRAPHIC

BIB DETAILS

MALE

FEMALE

<11     12-14     15-19     20-24     25-29     30-34     35-39     40-44     45-49     50-54     55-59     60-64     65-69     70-74     75>

<11     12-14     15-19     20-24     25-29     30-34     35-39     40-44     45-49     50-54     55-59     60-64     65-69     70-74     75>

-

1

6

2

6

13

27

69

72

196

75

261

97

243

87

208

95

178

60

126

47

77

33

33

6

10

6

1

1

-
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BIG E STEAKHOUSE & SALOON IS OFFERING 

10% OFF ENTIRE BILL FOR RUNNERS.

Steak, fish, chicken, pasta, salads, there is 
something for everybody at the Big E Steakhouse 
& Saloon. This restaurant is fairly family friendly 
and includes a kids menu. Big E often has live 
entertainment!

Big E Steakhouse & Saloon
365 State Highway 64
Tusayan, AZ 86023
Phone 928-638-0333
bigesteakhouse.com

PLAZA BONITA IS OFFERING 15% OFF 

ENTIRE BILL FOR RUNNERS.

Plaza Bonita is a family friendly restaurant with 
fresh Mexican cuisine! They stay open a little later 
and have a happy hour 3pm to 6pm daily. From 
burritos to salads all the way down to deep fried 
ice cream, this place has a variety of wonderful 
options.

Plaza Bonita
352 State Highway 64
Tusayan, AZ 86023
Phone: 928-638-8900
casabonitaaz.com

RP’S STAGE STOP IS OFFERING 10% OFF 

ENTIRE BILL FOR RUNNERS.

RP’s offers specialty coffees, smoothies, pastries, 
sandwiches and salads to satisfy any appetite. 
Their gift shop features Grand Canyon souvenirs 
and a diverse selection of original handmade 
Native American jewelry not found anywhere else.

RP’s Stage Stop
400 State Highway 64
Tusayan, AZ 86023
Phone: 928-638-3115
rpstagestop.com

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

VISITOR CENTER

Located at the Grand Canyon South Rim, 
the Visitor Center offers an interesting and 
informative overview of Arizona’s famous 
landmark, as well as maps, brochures, tour and 
park entrance tickets. You’ll also find the ticket 
desk, exhibits, restrooms, store, and cafe in this 
building along with the world famous IMAX 
movie, Grand Canyon: The Hidden Secrets.

Grand Canyon National Geographic Visitor 
Center
450 State Route 64
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
Phone: 928-638-2468
http://explorethecanyon.com/

RESTAURANTS & ACTIVITIES
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To encourage our runners to get out and enjoy the park, we have a club hike 
and a Trifecta challenge. Our club hike is a salute to the hardcore among 
us. All runners that complete the hike to Skeleton Point will receive 50% 
OFF next year’s race entry, and completing the Trifecta grants 20% OFF next 
year’s entry. Any runner who sends us a picture of him or herself at Skeleton 
Point will officially join the club! Must be sent within 72 hours of the race. 
Photo must include (1) Your bib with bib number clearly visible, (2) a clear 
view of your happy face, and (3) your shiny new finisher medal in view. The 
same rules apply for the Trifecta (one picture for each of the three activities). 
Following the 2016 Grand Canyon Half Marathon, we will post a link to the 
website where runners can send us their photos and names. Good luck!

EXAMPLE PHOTO
After the race there will be a 
submission form online where you 
can upload your photo(s) and send 
them to us. We have a hard cutoff 
of 72 hours! If you don’t get it to 
us before Tuesday at 11 AM (MST) 
then we will only give you a virtual 
hi-five.

This picture is from Skeleton Point 
and is an example of what yours 
should look like (for both the Clubs 
AND the Trifecta).

GRANDCANYONHALFMARATHON.COM/CLUBS-TRIFECTA/

CLUB & TRIFECTA

BRING LOTS OF WATER

*Hikers can get injured or (in rare cases) 
even die on this hike, largely due to not fully 
appreciating the danger. Please take the hike 
seriously, and do not act irresponsibly if you 
decide to attempt the hike. Make sure you are 
in condition to complete the hikes and take 
necessary precautions (bring lots of water, bring 
food, don’t attempt hike in bad weather, don’t 
travel alone, etc.). Please consult the NPS site to 
plan your hike. 

SKELETON CLUB
Difficulty: Strenuous
Total Mileage: 6 (via South Kaibab Trail)
Type of Hike: Out and Back
Elevation Gain: 2,179 ft
Time Required: 4-6 hrs

The trail to Skeleton Point is 3 miles 
long (6 round trip) along the South 
Kaibab Trail. There is parking near 
the trailhead, but you would be 
better off taking the park shuttle to 
the South Kaibab trailhead. There 
are restrooms at Cedar Ridge (about 
half way to Skeleton Point) but there 
is no water along the trail. Please 
pack in plenty of hydration. Most of 
the path is sunny with little shade. 
This is a good early morning hike, 
just after the sun has come up and 
before the heat sets in. The first 1.5 
miles to Cedar Ridge are fairly steep. 
After Cedar Ridge it levels off a little 
bit into a gradual decline to Skeleton 
Point. Be careful of loose footing and 
avoid standing near the edge.
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THE GRAND CANYON TRIFECTA
is comprised of 3 different activities. You must complete all 3 in order to 
complete the Trifecta. Same rules as the Club Hikes apply: take your picture 
at each of the 3 with your bib and finisher medal and send them to us 72 

PARK INFORMATION

1 OOH AAH POINT

Ooh Aah Point is the first stop on the South Kaib-
ab Trail. This is a short hike (1.5 miles round-trip) 
that lets you get down below the rim and into the 
canyon a little bit. Once down you are treated to 
some pretty awesome panoramic views. This is a 
great spot to catch a sunrise (though not required 
to complete the trifecta, extra high fives if you 
do). Remember, hiking down is easy, but hiking 
back out can be tough.

2 THE WATCHTOWER (DESERT VIEW DRIVE)

Desert View Drive is a scenic route to the east of 
Grand Canyon Village. It follows the rim for 25 
miles out to the Desert View Watchtower and East 
Entrance. The entire drive has several developed 
lookout and picnic spots. These spots tend to be a 
little less crowded and offer some stunning views! 
Climb to the top of the tower, look out over the 
observation deck, and enjoy some more of the
culture and history of the Grand Canyon.

3 HERMIT’S REST

Hermit’s Rest is the last stop along Hermit Road. 
It is a cool historical spot that also offers a unique 
view of the canyon, being the westernmost point 
accessible by road. You must use the free shuttle 
bus to see the rock building and outpost here.

hours after finishing the race. The Trifecta is meant to be challenging, but 
less strenuous. These are iconic activities inside the park that should be 
experienced, and are doable with children. The 3 activities that make up 
the Trifecta are: OOH AAH POINT, THE WATCHTOWER (DESERT VIEW 

DRIVE), AND HERMIT’S REST

All visitors are required to purchase a pass in or-
der to enter Grand Canyon National Park. All park 
shuttles will be in service during race weekend. 
(See page 12 for details.)

Seniors over 62 can purchase a lifetime pass for 
just $10. Active members of the U.S. Military are 

eligible for a free pass as well as U.S. citizens with 
permanent disabilities.

If you already own a National Park Annual Pass, 
you’re good to go! Otherwise you can purchase 
one at the park entrance, or just a single park 
pass.
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**park maps courtesy of Grand Canyon National Park and the National Park Service
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In celebration of the National Park Service’s 100th birthday, the National Park Service 
and the National Park Foundation are inviting people everywhere from all backgrounds 
to discover and share their own personal connections to parks. So much more than vast 
landscapes, there are urban parks, cultural treasures, and historical places—all within 
the National Park System. A park can even be a feeling or a state of mind.  With more than 
400 national parks and thousands of historic and recreational lands across the country, 
there are endless ways for you to find your unique connection.

Share your park using #findyourpark and #encuentratuparque on social media. You can 
also share moments and memories at findyourpark.com and encuentratuparque.com.

CENTENNIAL
 Celebrating  

the 

Grand Canyon National Park

Did you know that 
2016 marks 100 years 
since the National Park 
Service was formed? 

We’re so excited to be a part of the celebration 
this year!

Vacation Races is partnered with the National Park 
Foundation to support our mission of park promo-
tion and preservation! When you register for any 
of our races, you will have the opportunity to join 
the #FindYourPark movement by donating to the 
National Park Foundation. 100% of your donation 

In celebration of the 100th Anniversary of 
the National Park Service in 2016, America 
invites the world to discover the meaning 
of national parks to their lives and inspires 
people to both experience and become de-
voted to these special places.

NATIONAL PARKS FOUNDATION PARTNERSHIP

goes to their organization!

We have committed to donate at least $150,000 
and with your help it can be even more! Come run 
with us and help ensure our national parks are 
protected now and forever.

Additionally, the National Park Foundation will 
attend several of our races throughout the year.

Their Mission – The National Park Foundation, 
in partnership with the National Park Service, 
enriches America’s national parks and programs 

through private support, safeguarding our her-
itage and inspiring generations of national park 
enthusiasts.
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We will be making a slideshow video using all 
the pictures YOU post! Be sure to follow us and 
use the official race hashtag #GCHalf. We will be 
giving out prizes from our store (t-shirts and other 
merchandise) to the best photos featuring:
• Pictures Of The Course
• Race Prep
• Race Recovery
• Enjoying The Park

SALEM STANLEY

Founder
Favorite Course: Grand Canyon
GC Activity: Bike to Hermit’s Rest along the rim
Food at GC: Steak at Big E’s 

DEHN CRAIG

Customer Experience - Marketing
Favorite Course: Lake Powell
GC Activity: Sunrise at Ooh Aah Point
Food at GC: Pizza or bust 

LYLE ANDERSON

Director of Race Operations
Favorite Course: Grand Canyon
GC Activity: Rim to Rim
Food at GC: Plaza Bonita 

CHERIE SANTIAGO

Customer Service
Favorite Course: Yellowstone
GC Activity: Skeleton Point
Food at GC: Pizza from Pizza Canyon 

AMY NICHTER

Local Support & Partnerships
Favorite Course: Zion
GC Activity: Sunrise Yoga on the Rim
Food at GC: I haven’t eaten in Tusayan yet 

MEGAN STANLEY

Merchandise
Favorite Course: Rocky Mountain
GC Activity: Biking along the rim
Food at GC: Steak at Big E’s 

ROBIN RODGERS

Communications
Favorite Course: Lake Powell
GC Activity: Ooh Aah Point
Food at GC: Wendy’s 

RACE PHOTOGRAPHY FROM 
LUCID IMAGES

Lucid Images will be taking photos at the 
start line, on the course, and at the finish 
line. They will be at the expo so be sure to 
stop by and say hello! To be sure you can 
find your picture later, wear your bib with 
the numbers clearly visible at all times. If 
the photographers cannot identify you by 
your bib then your photo will end up in 
an “unidentified runner” folder on their 
website.

Photos will be available on Lucid Images 
website on Thursday, following the race. 
We will send out an email to notify all 
runners and post it on Facebook.

FREE PHOTO

In addition to photos of runners on the 
course and crossing the finish line, Lucid 
Images will have a designated area near 
the awards ceremony stage where runners 
can pose for a finisher photo. This photo 
will be made available FOR FREE to 
runners!

PHOTOS ON COURSE

As a heads up to runners, there will be 
signs on the course to let runners know 
they are coming up on photographers. Ya 
know, just in case you wanted to freshen 
up, wipe away any snot, pick up the pace 
or otherwise pose for the photo :)

LUCIDRACES.COM

#GCHALF

@VACATIONRACES

GRANDCANYONHALFMARATHON.COM

MEET THE TEAM

SOCIAL MEDIA
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make your water count

nuun is the proud electrolyte 
hydration partner of 
vacation races

stay hydrated 
with nuun active electrolyte enhanced drink tabs
+ optimal electrolytes for healthy hydration
+ clean ingredients
+ light refreshing taste in an effervescent tablet
+ low calorie + low sugar

get 20% off at nuun.com/shop with code vacationraces16

Terms & Conditions: promo code good until december 31st. not applicable on all items.

Meet Terry Chiplin, the 
official training partner 
of the Vacation Races 
series and creator of 
Active at Altitude. Terry 
offers free race specific 

training programs to all runners! He also organiz-
es Training Camps, Running Vacations, Endurance 
Coaching & Mental Training Seminars. He has 
years of experience and just happens to be one of 
the nicest guys around.

Terry’s camps consistently receive high marks 

TRAINING

from participants, with reviews like these:

“Among the top ten adult running camps in the USA” 
- Daily Burn, March 2015

“A once-in-a-lifetime fitness retreat for women!”
-Shape Magazine, March 2015

Active at Altitude hosts running camps all year 
long including Women’s Running Camps (May, 
July, and September), Trail Running Camps (May 
and September), and Running Vacations all year 
round!

Use code VR1002015 to save $100 on women’s 
camps and the code VR50TRAIL2015 to save $50 
on trail camps!

We couldn’t be happier to have Active at Altitude 
as a part of our race series. Contact camp director 
Terry Chiplin with any 
questions regarding 
camps, coaching, and 
training. 
terry@activeataltitude.com
www.activeataltitude.com
(303) 304-9159

Vacation Races is proud to be a sponsor of 
Ultra Adventures Grand Circle Trail Series. 
Whether you want the challenge of a longer 
distance, or just want to go off road, we hope 
you will join us in 2016 at one of the seven 

trails for a half or 50/100 miler! Use the discount code VR2016 to save 
$10 when registering for any distance! 

We are excited to announce the Virtual 
Running Club! We have been hosting virtual 
races since 2013 and now have 24 different 
races throughout the year. From Martin 
Luther King, Jr Day to Earth Day to Summer 

Solstice, virtual races are a great way to establish goals throughout the 
year and celebrate days that are important to you without the logistical 
hassles of race day! Plus, it’s a cost effective way to fill out your medal 
rack. 

Vacation Races is the sponsor for the virtual races held on the National 
Park Fee Free Days (National Park Week, Earth Day, NPS Birthday, etc). We 
are also proud to be hosting the first annual Surgeon Generals Virtual 5K 
Run, Walk, Roll in May. As we develop the Virtual Running Club over the 
next year you will be able to earn discounts to virtual and traditional races 
as well as some swag from our sponsors. Look for our booth at the expo to 
learn more!

What is a virtual race? - A virtual race is a low cost running event where 
the location of the race is chosen by the individual participant rather than 
the event company. You still get a shirt and finisher medal shipped to 
you, but on race day you track your own time and you select where you 
run. Through pictures on Instagram, Facebook & Twitter we run together 
virtually.
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WWW.GRANDCIRCLETRAILS.COM WWW.VIRTUALRUNNINGCLUB.COM

ULTRA ADVENTURES VIRTUAL RUNNING CLUB

Of all the paths you take in life, 
make sure a few of them are 
dirt.
           -John Muir         
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Participants! Come back on race day and click the Start My Race button as 
you cross the start line.

Key RaceJoy Features!

Live Tracking

Send-a-Cheer

Live GPS Phone Tracking
GPS Progress Alerts - at every mile!
Audio Cheer Clips
NearMe Proximity Alerts
MeetUp

Send entertaining, motivational 
audio cheer clips or custom personal     
messages with text-to-cheer.

The race participant must carry their phone and enable tracking on race day. There 
is no charge to use RaceJoy at this race. The event is sponsoring this as part of your 
race experience. Typically, there is a there is a 99 cents per race upgrade fee for these 
features.

Note: Make sure the spectator logs in as themselves or we will track their phone and not 
yours.

Be sure to follow the in-app prompts to ensure proper setup of the various features 
available to you on race day. 

If you have any questions about RaceJoy for this race, contact support@racejoy.com. 
We’re happy to help!

© 2016 RaceJoy All Rights Reserved

Progress Alerts
GPS-based progress alerts at every 
mile including pace and estimated 
finish time.

Download RaceJoy to Add to 
Your Race Experience!

Free Live Phone Tracking!
GPS Progress Alerts
Send-a-Cheer!

Available for Apple 
and Android devices.

Experience 
RaceJoy for Free 
on Behalf  of  Race 

Sponsors!

Download RaceJoy Today!

Questions? 
Email: suppor t@race joy.com
Website: race joy.com
See RaceJoy Buzz Alerts or FAQ in App

Like us on Facebook to see what 
races are offering RaceJoy!

A RunSignUp Product

Experience RaceJoy 
for FREE courtesy of 
Vacation Races!
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ZION
MARCH 12TH
Springdale, UT
Runner Cap: 2,500

GRAND TETON
JUNE 4TH
Jackson Hole, WY
Runner Cap: 2,500

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
JULY 30TH
Estes Park, CO
Runner Cap: 2,500

YOSEMITE
OCTOBER 8TH
Bass Lake, CA
Runner Cap: 2,500

GRAND CANYON
MAY 7TH
Tusayan, AZ
Runner Cap: 2,000

YELLOWSTONE
JUNE 11TH
West Yellowstone, MT
Runner Cap: 2,500

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS
SEPTEMBER 10TH
Townsend, TN
Runner Cap: 2,500

LAKE POWELL
OCTOBER 15TH
Page, AZ
Runner Cap: 2,500

3546 ft/466 ft

6169 ft/580 ft

7505 ft/844 ft

5448 ft/486 ft

6651 ft/279 ft

6665 ft/361 ft

893 ft/364 ft

4361 ft/151 ft

OBSERVATION POINT

DOUBLE ARCH ALCOVE

EAGLE CRAGS
4TH YEAR

3RD YEAR

2ND YEAR

3RD YEAR

4TH YEAR

3RD YEAR

2ND YEAR

4TH YEAR

62°

36°

58°

31°

67°

35°

67°

35°

79°

47°

70°

47°

77°

44°

80°

56°

BRADLEY LAKE

TABLE MOUNTAIN

AMPHITHEATER LAKE

HALLETT PEAK

CHASM LAKE

HALF DOME

NEVADA FALLS

SKELETON POINT

MT WASBURN

OSPREY FALLS

CHIMNEY TOPS

CHARLIES BUNION

MT LECONTE (VIA ALUMN CAVE)

RAINBOW BRIDGE

ANTELOPE CANYON

ELEVATION
MAX/GAIN

DESCRIPTION CLUB HIKE AVG
TEMP

YEARS
RUNNING

ROAD TRAIL 5KSTROLLER
HAND
CYCLE

Don’t stop at Grand Canyon! We have 7 more 
National Park Half Marathons on the calendar! 
This year includes several 5Ks, Double Races, and 
our Caldera Triple (Grand Teton Half Marathon, 
Yellowstone 5K, and Yellowstone Half Marathon)!

Vacation Races was founded in 2012 when we 
launched registration for the Inaugural Zion Half 
Marathon. Since then, we’ve added seven more 
races to our calendar, each centered around a 
different National Park. Our goal is to put on 

beautiful half marathons and get people to visit 
and enjoy our amazing national parks.

This year is extra special since 2016 marks 
100 years since the National Park Service was 
founded! We’re so excited to be a part of the cele-
bration this year, and you can too!

Whether you do it with us or on your own, go 
#FindYourPark in 2016! 

NATIONAL PARK HALF MARATHON SERIES

VACATIONRACES.COM
#ZIONHALF | #GCHALF #TETONHALF | #YSHALF

#RMHALF | #GSMHALF | #YOSEMITEHALF | #LPHALF
#RUNYOURPARK | #VACATIONRACES


